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Synopsis

Investigating Deaths in Custody and Officer-Involved Shootings addresses the critical investigation
components from an expert witness perspective, providing the insights necessary to ensure a
complete investigation. Investigating a custodial death or an officer involving a shooting presents
unique and complex issues. When the deaths occur in the custody of the law enforcement agency,
the investigator must be prepared to respond to emerging issues focused at his/her own agency or
at another local agency. Conducting a thorough investigation is important because estate,
community, judicial, agency, involved officer, and public policy interests are all at stake. These types
of deaths present various emerging medical, psychological, legal and liability, technical, and
investigatory issues that must be addressed through a comprehensive investigation. This is a timely
topic as unrest over officer-involved shootings and deaths in custody take center stage
conversations about policing and the criminal justice system. This book is ideal for students in
criminal investigation, death investigation, crime scene investigation, and special topics in custodial
deaths and officer-involved shootings, as well as death investigators, law enforcement officers,

police administrators, and attorneys.
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Customer Reviews

"Ross explains the civil litigation process when filed against criminal justice agencies to students,
academy recruits, practitioners, administrators, and agency trainersA¢a -A[This edition has 79 new

cases, including 12 new Supreme Court decisions, and 55 new research studies." --Reference and



Research Book News, August 2013 "It introduces the reader to civil liability generally and the
federal law specifically, while indicating steps to minimize the risk of litigation."-- Evidence

Technology Magazine, July-August 2013

Understanding case law in high liability areas and performing the job within a legal framework place
a criminal justice agency in the best position to defend against a lawsuit. This handbook addresses
the problems confronting criminal justice practitioners and their agencies due to the ever-increasing
number of civil liability lawsuits. It introduces the reader to civil liability generally and the federal law
specifically, while indicating steps that can be taken to minimize the risk of litigation. Civil Liability in
Criminal Justice is one of very few texts on the subject that combines applicable case law and
related liability research, a valuable feature for current and future policy makers and managers.
Ross also provides an overview of current case law in high liability areas, enhancing student

knowledge and practitioner job performance.

Renting was easy and economical.

In decent condition

This book was exactly what | needed for my graduate class. | would recommend this book and

others to all my fellow classmates.

The author tried...but that's not enough for a college-level textbook.| have read statistics,
economics, and high-level math texts that throw far fewer numbers at the reader. The wording is
inconsistent or improper in various places, leading me to reread sentences over and over to figure
out what I'm missing. (l.e. "Study results indicated that jail inmates were more likely to prevail in
cases involving [X, Y, and Z]." More likely than what? Where are the examples of cases they were
less likely to prevail in?)Certain facts (not necessarily numeric ones) that I've double checked have
been shown to be wrong or, again, were so poorly worded that the meaning is entirely
misconstrued. I'm two chapters in, with statistics and dollar amounts included in nearly every
paragraph, and have yet to come across a SINGLE illustration (graphs, charts). The information
provided is useless when it cannot be retained by the student, and visual aids are critical when
trying to teach a subject that requires an overarching understanding of the trends, etc.l've been

making a concerted effort to read all assigned textbooks for my courses, but will be reading the bare



minimum needed to answer homework questions for this course. | just need to find a better

alternative resource now...

This book reads like a book about law written by a police officer.My students want to become police
officers and prison guards. They are taking my civil liability class and filled out anonymous surveys.
The biggest complaint is the book. The book is less than clear. It uses statistics that are
mathematically meaningless. It only thinly hides its bias against attorneys. The book characterizes
Afa A A§1983 of the civil rights act as a vehicle for citizens to attack innocent police officers.The
book does not discuss the elements of torts. Its attempts at practical advice are lost in generalities.
The book does not cover the material and | seriously doubt whether the author understands the
subject of torts or the subject of liability as it relates to police officers.The book, in short, is not worth
reading.lt certainly isn’t worth making your students read it.
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